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As shown in Figure 1, there is a
close similarity in dose distribution
Datterns - and thus in clinical
efficacy - between Cs-137 and
Ba-226 sources.

Cesium-1 37's advantage over
rudium-226 is that it otfers definite
user safety benefits. The lead half-
value layer lor Cs-137 is 6 mm,
approximately half that for Ra-226.
Thus, handling, transporting, and
afterloading with Cs-.|37 sources
are safer and easier than with
Ra-226. In addition, since Cs-137
does not decay inlo a radioactive
gas as does Ra-226, the possibility
of source leakage from pressure
build-up and the resulting safety
hazards are eliminated.
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